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Major reduction in adult subscriptions proposed

IT WILL come as no surprise that membership at
tennis clubs across the
U.K. has fallen — despite
the high profile of Andy and
Jamie Murray and our own
Gordon Reid.
Helensburgh Tennis Club
has also seen a decrease in
recent years despite having
some of the best facilities
in the west of Scotland.
The committee feels that
it is time to react and has

taken the bold step of recommending to the annual
general meeting that adult
subscriptions should be
reduced by 25% from £198
to only £150 per year, and
to introduce a new family
membership rate of only
£250.
This is not a one-off, and
future rates, will only increase by inflation — and
these are not the only offers for the new season.

All adult members will receive a free block of coaching including new adult
beginner and improvers
classes on Wednesday
evenings starting in May,
and drills sessions taken
by Bobby Kerr.
The committee anticipates a good attendance at
these classes, and if necessary additional classes will
be added to satisfy the demand.

MEMBERSHIP
EXCELLENT
VALUE

The popular Wednesday
club night will now be open
for members to bring along
a guest three times over the
season at no cost.
The committee has not
forgotten about our juniors.
All junior members will receive a 20% discount on
all coaching blocks, and
if a new adult joins with
their children, the children
will receive a free block of
coaching.

Do not forget that the
club offers more than just
friendly tennis.
Katie Fulton’s new cardio tennis class will keep
you fit as well as enjoying
a good hit, and if you prefer something indoors Katie and Suzanne Marshall
offer Pilates and kettlebells
classes every week.
It has never been a better
time to rejoin the club, or
join for the first time.

By Keith
Love

I BELIEVE that the new season promises to be a good one,
with what the committee hope
is a very competitive fee which
will include a free block of
coaching.
We are acutely aware that we
are competing for members with
a large number of sports clubs in
the area, but we do believe this
year’s membership provides excellent value with the best courts
in the district.
Last year was one of great upheaval at the club with the loss
of well-liked coach Jo Kerr to
the sunnier climate of the USA.
Jo had established a great rapport with all the members no
matter their ability. She left with
our best wishes and a warm welcome back if she returns to these
colder climes.

We found the task of trying to
find a replacement coach a long
and arduous process, but after
some sterling work by Bobby
Kerr we were delighted to offer
coaching through our own Katie Hope and Shaun McDonald
from the Nuffield club in Milngavie.
Between them we have been
able to offer classes on Mondays
and Wednesdays, which have
proved to be a success.
Both coaches have offered to
continue in the meantime to allow us to offer coaching in the
new season. We owe them both
a great deal of thanks.
We are once again indebted
to our sponsors who show great
support for the club, but we are
always on the lookout for more.
Please do not hesitate to contact

me if you know of anyone who
may be willing to help the club.
Last season provided mixed
fortunes in the leagues for our
teams, but congratulations are
in order for the Ladies Vets 2nd
Team who won their league
and gained promotion to West
League division three.
Our Honorary member Gordon Reid had another successful
season, winning the doubles at
Wimbledon for the third year in
a row and successfully defending his US Open doubles title as
well.
Finally, the committee and
I would like to wish you all an
enjoyable and successful season.
We hope to see you on the courts
regularly and at the varied social
events we have planned for the
year ahead.

Well deserved award

HELENSBURGH Tennis Club junior convener Bobby Kerr received the Service to Sport award in the 2018 LiveArgyll Sport
Awards from Andrew Nisbet, chair of the LiveArgyll Trust.
A Live Argyll spokesman said: “Bobby has been involved
with and contributed many, many hours over a number of
years volunteering at the club. He is a well-known and wellliked figure, and a true stalwart of the club.”
Bobby has been involved with the club as a playing member of the adult team, as a coach for both seniors and juniors
and as a dedicated committee member.
Bobby helped establish the club coaching structure, created a club development plan, accessed funding streams and
set up initiatives with Active Schools to build school to club
pathways and partnerships.

Keep up to date with club news on www.tennishelensburgh.org.uk

Make it a date — Club Night every Wednesday

Main focus is reinvestment in membership

THIS YEAR the membership subscription income stands at c.£22.5k for the
year, which is down approximately £2k
year on year.
This continued a trend of reducing membership income from 2016. Subscription income however has not been our only source
of income in the year, as we continue to
generate strong room hire income and have
maintained sponsorship income from the
previous year.
While the membership income has fallen
slightly compared to the past year, it should
be noted that the club has generated a surplus of income of expenditure in the year of
£4,331, which is encouraging.
In comparison to prior years the club has
had higher grounds maintenance costs, with

£4,500 exceptional expenditure for tree surgeon services.
This cost was incurred to cut the hedges and treat the trees surrounding the club,
which over time might have cost the club
more as they would have caused damage to
the courts.
The club has benefitted greatly from past
Treasurer decisions and cost management
which, as we move forward, remains crucial. The result of this is that the club holds
£161,504 in the bank as at December 31
2018.
The club has always maintained that it requires to make a surplus to be held and reinvested in future large maintenance projects,
such as court resurfacing when required.
The coming year alone has the potential

for re-sanding of the top two courts which
could result in modest costs. In any year
this kind of exceptional cost can occur and
should be expected.
The committee does however recognise
that the club holds the funds and should take
the opportunity at this stage to reinvest some
of the income and seek to reduce the subscription costs to the membership.
This will benefit current members and, the
committee hopes, attract new members.
To give a sense of the scale of the proposed reduction, the senior membership rate
would be reduced to the similar rates in place
in 2010, and a new family membership rate
will replace the previous one in place.
The potential income reduction, ignoring
the potential increase from new members,

would be approximately a £5,000 reduction
in the income generated by the club.
This may mean the income and expenditure balance for 2019/20 may be closer to
break-even or a deficit. However this is effectively a reinvestment of the cub funds to
improve the affordability of the membership
and attract new members.
Finally, huge thanks to all committee
members for their efforts this year and to
Mike Patterson for his support and guidance
as I took on this role.
Best wishes to all for a good season.

TREASURER
Paul Clifford
email: hltc.treasurer@gmail.com

. . . but still help
for good causes

HELENSBURGH Tennis Club members regularly dig deep and
raise hundreds of pounds for deserving charities.
The 2019 effort began with £250 donated to the local branch of
Alzheimer Scotland.
This came from donations from members who took part in a bespoke
first aid course specifically looking at tennis injuries including bleedings,
sprains, fractures, cuts, grazes, bruises, burns, cramps and head injuries.
Committee members Fiona MacLaren and Bobby Kerr joined
Anne-Marie King, Dementia Advisor, and Lisa Lees, Community Activity Organiser, at the West Princes Street branch to hand over the cheque.
An always popular social event is the annual Children in Need coffee
morning in the clubhouse in November.
Organisers Anne McKelvie, Janette Green and Phyllis Fullarton were
delighted by the response, which resulted in a record £700 being raised.

It’s never been a better time to join
Helensburgh Tennis Club
Free block of
Coaching for
All adult
members

Free block of
Coaching for
Children of
new adults

Adult subs
Slashed to
Only

20% members
discount for
Junior coaching

£150

Family
Membership
Slashed to only

£250
T&C’s

What is Cardio Tennis?

Bring a friend
to club night
for free

Free block of coaching for all adult members (subject to availability (beginners / improvers and drills nights)
All junior members get 20% discount off coaching classes – Adult membership now only £150
New family subscription of only £250, (children must be under 16 years)
Free block of coaching for juniors of new adult members
Members can bring a friend to Wednesday club night for free (max 3 visits)

HELENSBURGH Tennis
Club recently began Cardio
Tennis sessions led by coach
Katie Hope.
So what is Cardio Tennis? It
has slowly become known as
the ‘third way to play tennis’,
rather than the traditional singles and doubles matches.
It is a fun, sociable group
fitness class set on court and
open to people of all ages and
abilities. Participants hit lots
of tennis balls during the class
and have a great cardio workout at the same time.
Classes are geared towards

keeping players in their target
heart-rate zone so they can
burn the most calories and get
the best workout possible in
the sessions.
Men can burn between
500-100 calories in one class,
whereas women can burn between 300 and 500 calories.
Rather than being about
playing tennis, it is more
about training and the cardiovascular workout it provides.
Katie says: “The session is
a mixture of fitness and tennis, and it is great to blow
away those winter cobwebs.”

Fun and food galore in the summer sunshine
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Shortage of coaches hit development plan
2017 Junior Championship players.

WE started the season with great hopes
for our junior section with Jo Kerr leading the coaching team.
Unfortunately for us Jo had to move to
the United States in June with her family
because of her husband’s new job.
This put all the plans we had in our new
development plan up in the air. We put an
advert for a new coach on the LTA website,
but because of a shortage of coaches across
the country there has been no response.
The club entered into negotiations to engage the services of a local coach, but we
could not come to a solution that proved
satisfactory to either party.

Luckily for us Katie Hope agreed to help
us out until we found a coach, and I am
glad to say that Katie is still with us covering Monday nights.
Shaun McDonald, who worked previously with us, also agreed to help on Wednesday evenings and like Katie is still with us.
Both Katie and Shaun have proved very
popular and Katie has recently taken a
course on Cardio Tennis. We are extremely
grateful to Katie and Shaun for supporting
the club.
While Katie and Shaun continue with
their sessions, we will be able to have a
decent programme for our juniors. Bobby

Kerr will programme a Saturday match
practise session from late April and continue to take adult sessions.
Junior membership suffered because of
the uncertainty regarding coaching and this
affected staging our junior club championships and voters and non-voters event.
Junior Team
Our boys under 14 team struggled in their
division as the pool of players was limited.
Unfortunately two matches had to be
conceded through the lack of players, resulting in our team being defaulted.
It has always been a challenge to field a
team on a regular basis as our players are

Club Championships
a family affair

THE BEAUTIFUL summer enjoyed by all last
year was the catalyst for
a busy season at Helensburgh Tennis Club, with
the courts being in constant demand for team
and social tennis.
The men fielded three
summer and two autumn
Senior teams, while the
ladies entered four summer and five autumn Senior teams, along with both
a Mens and Ladies 60+
team and an Over 55 Men’s
Spring Knock-out team.
The summer Ladies
1st, 2nd and 3rd teams all
showed great consistency,
finishing third in their divisions, but the real stars
of the show were the Mens
60+ team and the Ladies
2nd Senior team, both of
whom won their divisions.
We were extremely sorry to say goodbye to Head
Coach Jo Kerr in July. Her

family move to the USA
was a big loss to the club on
both the coaching front and
for the Ladies 1st team.
HLTC is not all about
teams and match play. The
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday mornings and the
Saturday morning social
tennis group are well attended, as is the Wednesday
Club Night at 7 pm.
All these sessions run for
52 weeks of the year, so do
come along and join in the
fun! All standards welcome.
The season officially
kicks off on Wednesday
April 24, with the usual
Welcome Evening, including a glass or two of Pimms.
One of the biggest occasions in the calendar is the
Marie Curie Tournament,
held annually in memory of
local coach and club champion Marie Dixon.
This event is open to all
four local clubs and, as

well as raising money for
a hugely worthwhile cause
— £290 in 2018 — it is a
very social occasion.
As usual, Marie’s son
Angus and family were on
hand to present the prizes to
the finalists. Katie Hope and
Jill Fulton (both HLTC),
who secured a close victory
over runners-up Catherine
Court (Cardross) and Janette Howieson (HLTC).
Only a few weeks after the
Marie Curie tournament, it
was time for players from
all of the four local clubs
to meet up again, this time
for the ever popular District
Veterans Tournament, hosted in 2018 by Helensburgh.
The Mens event was won
by Helensburgh duo Phil
Hamilton and Bobby Kerr,
who just edged out Alan
Barbour and Andy Bone
from Kirktonhill 5-3 in a
closely contested final.
Craighelen couple Sue

Brighter and cleaner top courts

THERE was some significant expenditure over the last season, as we pollarded
the large trees around courts 6 and 7 and
reduced the height of conifer hedges.
This minimises the amount of detritus in
the carpets on both courts, although it has to
be said that there is some evidence of contamination, inhibiting drainage and encouraging the growth of moss.
We are now discussding prices with a
company called Replay who specialise in
cleaning and rejuvenation of sand filled
surfaces, with a view to having the carpets
professionally cleaned.
We have had a few floodlight faults, but
spare parts are still available for the system,
so we will stick with what we have got for

the time being, particularly as LED alternatives are still prohibitively expensive.
Income from clubhouse hire is still fairly substantial. Art classes, fitness sessions,
birthday parties, and Pilates classes all make
good use of the facility.
The clubhouse itself is holding up well
with the considerable ‘traffic’ through it.
We will be replacing the very rusty window adjacent to the front door with a new
double-glazed unit, so that will greatly improve the look of that area.

HOUSE AND GROUNDS
Convener: Ian Parlane
tel. 673295

Black and Susan Bell were
the winners of the Ladies
event, beating home pair
Judith Reilly and Alison
Fotheringham.
The 2018 Club Championships were something of
a family affair with Katie
Hope winning the Ladies
singles title against Alison
Fotheringham, while husband Alastair beat Matt
Mackie to collect the Over
55 Mens singles.
Alastair and Katie then
joined forces to win the
Open
mixed
doubles
against Alison Fotheringham and David McCowan.
Katie also collected the
Open Ladies doubles in
partnership with Alison,
although Liz Wylie and Suzanne Marshall made them
fight all the way for their
victory 6-3, 3-6, 6-4.
Not to be outdone by
his mum, Fraser Fulton
retained his Open Mens
singles title against Kevin
Stephen in what proved to
be an excellent, entertaining contest, and then Fraser
teamed up with David Reid
to secure the Mens Open
doubles — a triumph for
youth over experience!
The Over 40 events saw
Kevin Stephen winning
the Mens singles against
David McCowan, Jackie
Hunter edging out Alison
Fotheringham in a tight

involved in so many other sports.
Active Schools
We still work closely with the Live Argyll Active Schools service. They are keen
to promote tennis within local schools and
where feasible we will assist with coaches
and expertise.
The club is still very keen to develop our
junior section, and we will continue to invest in programmes and initiatives to increase membership and develop talent.

JUNIOR SUB-COMMITTEE
Convener: Bobby Kerr
tel. 07831-208151

Champions Katie and son Fraser.

Ladies singles match, Phil
Hamilton and Clive Charters just gaining the upper
hand against Matt Mackie
and Colin Buchanan in the
Mens Doubles and Alison
Fotheringham and Janette Howieson collecting
the Ladies doubles in an
injury-induced walkover
against Suzanne Marshall
and Sue McKichan.
In the Over 55 competition, Jackie Hunter was
again victorious in the singles, this time against Janette Howieson.
Matt Mackie and Clive
Charters beat Keith Love
and Andrew Morison in the
Mens doubles, and Janette
Howieson and Anne McKelvie squeaked through in
three tight sets against Suzanne Marshall and Elspeth
MacLean 4-6, 7-5, 10-3.
In the last final of the day,
Jane Carroll and Andrew

Morison beat Janette Green
and Maurice McIntyre in
the mixed doubles. rchie
Russell was awarded the
Boys intermediate singles
having been given a walkover by Harry Fotheringham.
In October the annual
President’s and Vice President’s Tournament took
place and was won by Bobby Kerr and Janette Howieson, followed, for the first
time, by the presentation of
all the Club Championship
trophies. As usual, all competitors were treated to a
slap-up lunch after play.
To blow away the New
Year cobwebs, 18 club
members gamely turned
out for the Hangover Tournament on January 2.
Barbara Gillies and Stephen Lewis were the victors
and then all the competitors
retired to the clubhouse for
yet more food and drink!

CLUB ADMINISTRATOR
Ann Morison
tel. 673974

The club has a Facebook page where
you can find up to the minute information and current news.
You can check it out anytime at www.
facebook.com/HelensburghLTC

HLTC

What’s On When

2019

Club Diary 2019
MARCH
Christian Aid Souper Soup Lunch, Friday, 15 March, 12 noon – 2 pm. Charity event in the Clubhouse.
Match Secretaries’ Meeting, Glasgow, Wednesday, 6 March, 6 pm. Time to arrange the summer league fixtures.
Ladies and Mens Club Mornings – Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 am. Great tennis in a social atmosphere throughout the year.
Saturday Social Tennis 9.30 am – 11 am. Every Saturday, 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. Come along for some organised tennis. Why not enjoy a coffee upstairs in the
clubhouse afterwards?
Club Night, every Wednesday evening , 7 pm. 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine (not ice and snow!).
Adult Coaching. Thursdays, 28 February, 7, 14 & 28 March, 7 – 8.30 pm. Tactics and technique with Bobby Kerr.
Open Afternoon, Saturday, 30 March, 1 – 3 pm. Adult Tournament 1 - 3 pm. Payment of subscriptions, plus coffee and cake.
Annual General Meeting, Thursday, 21 March, 8 pm. If you have something to say, this is your chance to say it!
APRIL
Easter Junior Holiday Camp, days/dates to be confirmed. Supervised holiday play.
Saturday Social Tennis, 9.30 am – 11 am. Every Saturday, 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. Come along for some organised tennis. Why not enjoy a coffee upstairs in
the clubhouse afterwards?
Ladies and Mens Club Mornings - Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 am. Great tennis in a social atmosphere throughout the year.
Junior Summer Coaching Block, 29 April – 20 May and 27 May – 17 June (2 x 4 week blocks).
Junior Match Practice Sessions – Green & Yellow ball. Saturdays, 11 am – 1 pm, 27 April – 15 June. Please note, this free session is not for beginners.
New Season Welcome Evening, Wednesday, 24 April, from 7 pm. A must for all new and existing members – come and meet the Committee and regular players.
Club Night - every Wednesday evening, 7 pm. 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. You don’t need to come with anyone, just pop along and we will ensure that you have a
good nights’ tennis. Better still, make it a habit and don’t forget the Saturday mornings for more social tennis.
Senior Open, Veterans and Intermediates Club Championships. Sign-up sheets on the HLTC Notice Board available from mid-April.
MAY
Junior Summer Coaching Block 29 April – 20 May and 27 May – 17 June (2 x 4 week blocks).
Adult Summer Coaching Wednesdays 1 – 22 May and 29 May – 19 June (2 x 4 week blocks). Adult Beginners 7 – 8 pm, Adult Improvers 8 – 9 pm.
Senior Open, Veterans and Intermediates Club Championships. Check noticeboard for start dates. Your chance to earn silverware.
Ladies and Mens Club Mornings – Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 am.
Saturday Social Tennis, 9.30 am – 11 am. Every Saturday, 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. Come along for some organised tennis. Why not enjoy a coffee upstairs in
the clubhouse afterwards?
Club Night – every Wednesday evening, 7 pm. 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine.
Junior Match Practice Sessions – Green, Yellow ball. Saturdays, 11 am – 1 pm. Please note, this free session is not for beginners.
Tennis & Chinese Evening. Friday, 17 May, 5 pm. Social tennis and Chinese supper.
JUNE
Junior Summer Coaching Block – 27 May – 17 June (4 week block).
Adult Summer Coaching Wednesdays 29 May – 19 June (4 week block). Adult Beginners 7 – 8 pm, Adult Improvers 8–9pm.
Marie Curie Charity Tennis Event, Sunday, 9 June, 1 – 5 pm. One of the highlights of the year when we dig deep and help two good causes with our friends from other
local clubs.
Ladies and Mens Club Mornings – Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 am.
Saturday Social Tennis, 9.30 am – 11 am. Every Saturday, 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. Come along for some organised tennis. Why not enjoy a coffee upstairs in
the clubhouse afterwards?
Club Night – every Wednesday evening, 7 pm. 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine.
Junior Match Practice Sessions – Green & Yellow ball. Saturdays, 11 am – 1 pm. Last session 15 June. Please note, this free session is not for beginners.
JULY
Ladies and Mens Club Mornings – Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 am.
Saturday Social Tennis, 9.30 am – 11 am. Every Saturday, 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. Come along for some organised tennis. Why not enjoy a coffee upstairs in
the clubhouse afterwards?
Club Night – every Wednesday, 7 pm. 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine.
District Veterans Tournament – date and venue to be confirmed. Fifth year of local veterans tournament in conjunction with members of Craighelen, Cardross and Kirktonhill. Look out for more details.
AUGUST
Autumn Coaching Block. See Noticeboard for details.
Ladies and Mens Club Mornings – Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 am.
Saturday Social Tennis, 9.30 am – 11 am. Every Saturday, 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. Come along for some organised tennis.
Club Night – every Wednesday, 7 pm. 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine.
Finals Days - Saturday, 17 August and Saturday, 24 August from 12.30 pm. After all the hard work, the finalists treat us to a display of great tennis.
SEPTEMBER
President’s and Vice President’s Tournament, Sunday, 15 September, 12 noon. Annual mixed doubles tournament.
Autumn Coaching Block. See Noticeboard for details.
Ladies and Mens Club Mornings – Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 am.
Saturday Social Tennis, 9.30 am – 11 am. Every Saturday, 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. Come along for some organised tennis.
Club Night – every Wednesday, 7 pm. 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine.
OCTOBER
Autumn Coaching Block. See Noticeboard for details.
Adult Drills Night – Thursdays, starting 24 October, 7 pm – 8.30 pm.
Ladies and Mens Club Mornings – Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 am.
Saturday Social Tennis 9.30 am – 11 am. Every Saturday, 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. Why not enjoy a coffee upstairs in the clubhouse afterwards?
Club Night – every Wednesday, 7 pm. 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine.
NOVEMBER
Ladies and Mens Club Mornings – Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 am.
Saturday Social Tennis, 9.30 am – 11 am. Every Saturday, 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. Come along for some organised tennis. Why not enjoy a coffee upstairs in
the clubhouse afterwards?
Club Night – every Wednesday, 7 pm. 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine.
Supper and Ceilidh - Friday, 22 November, 7 pm.
Some activities may be subject to change — please look at the noticeboard and club website regularly for up to date details.

