HELENSBURGH LAWN TENNIS CLUB

NEWSLETTER
Jo takes over club coaching

HELENSBURGH Tennis Club‘s
new head coach, Jo Kerr, took
charge of all the club’s coaching
on January 1 in succession to
Chris Bowman Fitness.
Jo, who was born in Aberdeenshire, came to the burgh when her
husband Ryan’s job was moved to
this area. The couple have three
children, David, Naomi and Bella.
She is an LTA Level 4 coach,

trained full-time for a year at the
Adrian Stonebridge Tennis Academy in Epsom, and has coached in
Aberdeen and Botswana.
“I am enjoying my base at HLTC
as we grow the programme for
players of all levels,” she said.
“I am looking forward to the new
season and helping adults and
children alike improve their game
and get the most enjoyment they

can out of their tennis.”
Looking to the future, she says
that it is about facilitating more
children, adults and families
playing tennis in through school
groups, adults tennis, parent and
child, and plenty of mini tennis.
Jo added: “We want to create
links within the community and
help as many people as possible
to enjoy the game!”

DEVELOPMENT
PLAN TARGETS
MEMBERSHIP

THIS YEAR promises to be an exciting year for members of Helensburgh Lawn Tennis Club with the
introduction of an initial three year
development plan.
We all know that we have wonderful facilities — clubhouse, courts and
floodlights — which have benefitted
from substantial investment over many
years.
But in these high tech times like
many other sports clubs we struggle to
attract new members of all ages.
In order to address this situation a
comprehensive development plan has
been put together by Bobby Kerr, assisted by Ann Morison and our new
club coach Jo Kerr.
Significant investment will be made
by the club both within the club itself
and also within the wider community to
attract more people of all ages to the
game of tennis and hopefully become
members of HLTC.
Wheelchair tennis star and honorary
member Gordon Reid had another terrific year, particularly in the doubles.
What a magnificent achievement to

have won all four Grand Slam doubles
titles. Let’s hope he can win his third
Wimbledon doubles title in a row.
At the start of last season the professional coaching was provided by a mix
of John Wilson and Chris Bowman.
Unfortunately, we lost the
services of John Wilson in
mid-season and just recently
were informed by Chris that
he was to be focusing on
the fitness side of his business and would not be able
to continue providing tennis
coaching and camps.
I would like to thank both
John and Chris for all their
help.
Fortunately we were joined
by Jo Kerr, who previously
coached at Cults in Aberdeen and who
has now been appointed the club head
coach.
As always our thanks to Bobby Kerr
for all his help on Thursday evenings
and Saturday mornings and to the
team leaders — Ross Hamilton and
Maurice McIntyre.

Thanks also to Sue Macrae, Sue
Scott, Ann Morison, Janette Green,
Stuart Brown, Lucy McLeod and Bobby
Kerr who helped Jo at the pre-Christmas coaching in Hermitage Primary.
We are now joining with the Argyll
and Bute Active Schools
service for a joint venture at
Hermitage and Rhu Primary
Schools throughout 2018. Jo
will take come and try sessions with pupils, and hold a
tennis festival at the club.
We are again indebted to
our sponsors, but as always
are looking for more. Please
contact Keith Love if you are
in a position to support the
club or if you know of anyone
interested in doing so.
In my final year as President I would
like to give specific mention to two of
our long term committee members
whose commitment is enormous.
Bobby Kerr is involved not just with
coaching and junior tennis but also
puts together all of the communications that you regularly receive.

By Alan
Mitchelson

SEASON

2018
Head Coach
Jo Kerr.

Ian Parlane on his own and with his
helpers does a power of great work
looking after the clubhouse, courts and
of course tree pruning.
He also takes care of the bookings
for hire of the clubhouse, which is proving a popular venue for both childrens
parties and various classes.
I would also like to thank the following members of the committee for their
considerable contributions . . .
Honorary president and website editor, Donald Fullarton; vice-president,
Keith Love; secretary, Maurice McIntyre; membership secretary, Pete Ashton; coaching convener, Ann Morison;
and social convener, Fiona MacLaren.
In particular I would like to thank two
members who are retiring from the
committee.
Val Pace has been responsible for
organising the tennis events for a number of years, and Mike Paterson has
carried out the thankless task of looking after our finances.
Finally, I would like to wish you all an
enjoyable and successful 2018 on and
off court.

Keep up to date with club news on www.tennishelensburgh.org.uk

It is really fun at Club Night every Wednesday

Membership down, but encouraging signs

THE total membership of Helensburgh
Tennis Club — excluding parent members — stands at 200 compared with 222
last year.
The decrease in membership was as a result of the drop in Senior and Intermediate
Members (down 15) and Juniors (down 7).
The subscription income for the year at
£24,200 was therefore significantly down
on the previous year (£26,200).
However, it is encouraging that Junior
membership is still over the 50 mark and
with the current coaching initiatives in
schools and at the club these numbers are
likely to increase.
As in previous years, the club’s income is
supplemented by contributions from sponsors who made donations totalling £420

Club website
back online

THE CLUB’S website was offline
for seven weeks over Christmas.
It had been seriously hacked, and after a number of attempts to restore it,
little progress had been made.
So the decision was taken to start
again with a new website design. This
had to be chosen, put in place, and stories and pictures replaced.
Editor Donald Fullarton said: “We
wondered how much of the old material to include, and it seemed sensible
to restore from January 2016 onwards.
“However because 2015 was such
a special year for our wheelchair tennis champion Gordon Reid when he
opened the Helensburgh and Lomond
Civic Centre, became a Freeman of
Argyll and Bute, and was awarded
honorary membership of the club, the
reports and pictures of these events can
be found in the News section.”
The website is packed with current
news, club information, pictures, useful local weblinks, and downloads.

and by members support of the club lottery
which raised £375 during the year.
Court and clubhouse hire continued to
generate a good income totalling £2,160.
Generally expenditure was in line with
previous years. However there were two
exceptional costs — a defibrillator was
purchased at a cost of £1,660 and remedial
work done on the floodlights cost £1,480.
Also there was an increase in net coaching costs as a result of initiatives to promote
junior tennis.
The club generated a positive cashflow,
and cash reserves at the end of the year were
up by £9,400. This enables us to put further
funds into the sinking fund for the resurfacing of courts and provide a contingency fund
to ensure the financial security of the club.

Maintenance
costs money

MY job appears to be spending the
Helensburgh Tennis Club funds!
The latest project is to reduce the conifers
and lime trees to manageable proportions.
This includes the hedges adjacent to court
1, and courts 6 and 7.
This in turn will reduce the debris blown
on to the court surfaces, although court 7
has some moss growing around the perimeter which will be treated in due course.
We also carried out electrical safety
checks throughout the clubhouse to comply
with insurance requirements, again at some
cost.
Clubhouse usage continues to grow, with
art classes and Pilates classes proving popular, and kids birthday parties increasing in
number.
I think we are ready for the new season.
The courts are looking good — so enjoy!

HOUSE AND GROUNDS
Convener: Ian Parlane
tel. 673295
The club has a Facebook page where
you can find up to the minute information and current news.
You can check it out anytime at www.
facebook.com/HelensburghLTC

Over the last five years the club has been
fortunate to benefit from the investment of
£70,000 in a five year bond fixed rate deposit earning interest at 4.6%. This bond has
now matured and the funds are now invested
at 0.8% interest.
The loss of interest income of some £2,660
per annum and lower subscription income
will provide the committee with some challenges, but in the medium term the club
should remain cashflow positive.
At the end of December 2017, the club
had £155,661 cash held in a fixed interest
deposit account @ 0.8% (£138,589) and a
current account (£17,073).
The committee has approved an increase
of £6 in the Senior membership subscription raising it to £198 for 2018/19. The Jun-

ior rates are primary school £33 and senior
school £55.
The Family and Intermediate subscription
rates are £408 and £90 respectively.
Keeping costs down is increasingly important. Thanks are due to the committee
for their hard work in this direction, and in
particular to Ian Parlane and his helpers for
keeping down the maintenance and running
costs of the buildings and grounds.
Finally, thanks are due to Peter Ashton in
his role of membership secretary, for ensuring that the club’s subscription income is efficiently and accurately accounted for.

THE HIGHLIGHT of 2017 tennis was a
fantastic win by the over 55’s team in the
West of Scotland Spring Knockout Cup.
Well done, all! The players (left) involved
included captain Bobby Kerr, Colin Buchanan, Bill Ram, Mark Leonard, Keith
Love, Matt Mackie and lain MacLaren.
During the spring and summer months the
courts were very busy.
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings continue to be popular, as well as social
evenings on Wednesday and Bobby’s Saturday morning sessions.
On the team front, both men and ladies
entered four teams into the West League.
We also entered two mens vets teams and
five ladies vets teams, and a team in both the
mens and ladies over 60 divisions.
The annual Marie Curie Tournament,
open to all four local clubs, attracted a good
entry, was enjoyed by all who took part, and
raised £342.
Clive Charters (Helensburgh) and Janet Hogg (Cardross) won a thrilling final
against Joanna Crumless (Helensburgh) and
Arthur Connolly (Craighelen).
Marie Dixon’s son Angus and his family
were on hand to present the prizes to the finalists.
In the 2017 Helensburgh Tennis Club
Championships Katie Hope won her 18th
title when she beat Alison Fotheringham in
straight sets.
It was ‘keep it in the family’ as Fraser Fulton also successfully retained his open mens
singles title, defeating Kevin Stephen in the
final.
Ann Morison teamed up with Jo Kerr
in the ladies doubles and they proved too
strong for Katie Hope and Alison Fotheringham. In the mens doubles Fraser Fulton
and David Reid beat veterans Alistair Hope
and Keith Love.
Alistair and Katie Hope overcame Stephen Lewis and Alison Fotheringham in
straight sets in the mixed doubles.

In the over 40s mens event, Alistair Hope
met Kevin Stephen for a second year running, with Kevin emerging the victor once
again.
In the ladies Jackie Hunter beat Alison
Fotheringham in two tight sets.
The ladies doubles title was won by Alison Fotheringham and Anne McKelvie who
beat Janette Howieson and Val Pace 2-0.
The mens doubles was a very close match
between Phil Hamilton and Ralph Ward,
and Clive Charters and Colin Buchanan.
Phil and Ralph managed to win the tiebreak 7-4 to claim the title.
In the over 55s Alistair Hope held on to
his singles title beating Keith Love, and
Jackie Hunter won the ladies against Janette
Howieson.
Clive Charters and Keith Love beat Ralph
Ward and Andrew Morison in the mens
doubles, just edging the tie-break at 13-11.
Val Pace and Frankie Hanmer beat Janette
Howieson and Phyllis Fullarton in the ladies
event.
The over 55s mixed doubles event was
won by Clive Charters and Val Pace who
beat Janette Howieson and lain MacLaren.
In the intermediate singles Fraser Fulton
beat Ross Hamilton.
The annual Helensburgh and District Vets
Tournament took place in July, this time
hosted by Craighelen.
The winners of the ladies event were Sue
Black and Jackie Morris (Craighelen), and
the mens winners were Mark Leonard and
Matt Mackie (Helensburgh).
Finally, as I am standing down from the
committee, I would like to take this oppor-tunity to thank you all for your support
during my time as tennis convener.
Best wishes for a good season and sunny
weather, hope to see you all on the courts.

FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE
Convener: Mike Paterson
tel. 672704

Over 55s spring to
West cup triumph

TENNIS SUB-COMMITTEE
Convener: Val Pace
tel. 678637

Successful club development is major challenge

Juniors
NEWSLETTER
face a
year of
change
2017 Junior Championship players.

WITH A new head coach and a new
set-up, 2017 certainly proved to be a
busy and interesting year for juniors at
Helensburgh Tennis Club.
We welcomed Jo Kerr to the coaching
team earlier in the year and she has now
taken over from John Wilson as head coach.
John’s tutoring commitments meant he
could not spend as much time at Helensburgh as both he and the club needed, but
we would like to thank John for all his work
in developing our players.
Well done to Ross Hamilton who gained
his level 2 coaching qualification. Ross is
currently on a gap year and has recently returned from a spell in Sri Lanka.
The partnership with CBF Tennis has also
come to an end as Chris concentrates on
his fitness business. We would like to thank
Chris and his team.
Jo has now taken over the supply of
coaching services to the club and will publish her plans for the new season in the coming weeks.
Jo has been working with our junior players over the winter and has set up a development squad and futures squad.
We still find it hard to establish a junior
girls team as other sports take priority for
our talented girls but we are determined to
form a team in the coming seasons.
In the meantime mini leagues will be run
over the season to keep our girls and boys
competitive.
The Saturday afternoon junior match
practise sessions were very well attended
and they will start again for the new season.

The Under 14 team finished a close second in the West of Scotland League last
summer with some great performances.
The team had victories against Hamilton
and Hillhead but could not beat the eventual
winners Woodend.
The Woodend match was notable for the
debut of 10 year-old Archie Frain-Bell who
came in at the last minute and managed the
only win of the day.
His Gran, long time player Joy Michie,
was delighted that he was keeping alive the
family tradition of competing for the club.
Regular team members Ciaran Hoskins,
Conor Niblock and Andrew Wilson also
welcomed newcomer Cameron Gow who
made his debut against Woodend.
The under 18 boys team were in a very
tough league and struggled to make an impact after finishing second the previous year.
They lost 4-2 to Clarkston, drew 3 -3
at Woodend, but could not beat eventual
league winners Milngavie.
The team of Tom and Joe Barton, Harry
Fotheringham, Calum Rosie, Ross Hamilton, Archie Russell and Ruairidh ScottBrown now move into the senior leagues.
The junior club championships were held
in early September and produced a number
of very exciting matches.
In the 15 and under event Conor Niblock’s
experience proved the deciding factor as he
beat Cameron Gow in a nail-biting final.
In the girls 15 and under event Tilly FrainBell was up against Helen Niblock. Each
game went to deuce with Helen having the
bulk of the game points, but the determina-

tion of Tilly saw her claw back each time
with great winning shots to claim the trophy.
In the 10 and under event it came down
to a final between Archie Frain-Bell and
Aaron Boxall. Archie is a scrapper, getting
everything back, whilst Aaron hits the ball
with great force.
In the end Aaron could not find enough
winners and Archie won the title to join his
sister on the Frain-Bell mantelpiece.
The very well-established voters and
non-voters tournament was a highlights of
the season.
The event pairs a senior and junior together, and it was won by Findlay Cowie and
Alison Fotheringham.
The Miss Hits classes for girls continue
to be very popular. Lorna Brown has done
a great job keeping the girls interested, and
we hope to continue the classes.
Throughout October and November we
created an after school club in Hermitage
Primary School. The weekly class saw 16
regular players attend with the vast majority
being new to tennis.
Jo led the coaching side but it would not
have been possible without the help of a
team of members helping her.
Although there was a nominal £2 charge
per week to players, the cost of the hire of
the school and the coaching was met by
the club. All the players were offered a free
membership until March 31, and it is hoped
they will go on to join the club for the new
season.
Two more blocks are currently underway
until the end of March.

Next steps

We have been working very closely with
the Argyll & Bute Active Schools service
and a joint venture will see us going into
Hermitage and Rhu primaries this year.
Jo will take ‘come and try’ sessions with
pupils and hold a tennis festival at the club
before the schools break up at the end of
March.
Working with schools is the best way of
introducing tennis to youngsters and hopefully the club will benefit from new members as a result.

Coach Development

We are committed to increasing the number of coaches we have so that we can provide a first class programme throughout the
year.
We have a Tennis Leader’s course programme on Sunday March 25 which some
older juniors and parents will be attending.
This is the first step in the tennis coaching
ladder and is ideal for older juniors wishing
to help out at classes and camps.
All of the above initiatives would not be
possible without the encouragement of the
committee and my thanks go to them for
their continued support.
The club has invested a considerable
amount of funds to promote junior development and I believe that we will see the
benefits this season.

JUNIOR SUB-COMMITTEE
Convener: Bobby Kerr
tel. 07831-208151

Many benefits will come from new coaching programme

THE COACHING set
up at HLTC underwent several changes
in 2017 and the club
will really reap the
benefits of these in
2018 as the coaching
programme,
under
the leadership of LTA
Level 4 coach Jo Kerr,
gathers momentum.
Jo will be further detailing her plans for the
season soon but already
the programme covers
coaching for Tots, Mini

Reds under 8 years, Orange 8-9 years, Green
9-11 years and Development and Futures
squads (by invitation).
Lorna Brown runs the
very successful, girls
only, Miss Hits classes
and the adults are certainly not forgotten as
the popular Adult Beginners and Intermediates classes return after
Easter.
Team training is
running on a Thurs-

day from 7-8.30 pm
throughout March, and
Jo is always available
for individual lessons.
The schools programme at Hermitage
and, later in 2018, at
Rhu Primary, continues to go from strength
to strength and Easter,
Summer and Autumn
Camps will also be on
offer. Dates will be issued shortly.
The junior match
practice sessions, un-

der the watchful eye of
Bobby Kerr, resume on
April 21 from 11am1pm (no beginners).
There are also numerous occasions during
the week when members can just turn up,
meet their friends and
play socially — Monday, Wednesday and
Friday mornings from
9 am, Saturday Club
9.30 am-11 am and
Club Nights 7pm on
Wednesdays.

Having occupied the
role of Coaching Convener for several years,
Ann Morison has now
handed over the official
title to Jo Kerr but will
still be heavily involved
in tennis and coaching
matters as she takes on
the new role of Club
Administrator, working
with Jo and Junior Convener Bobby Kerr.
The new Club Administrator’s job will
include clerical tasks

previously covered by
the Coaching Convener,
such as organising team
meetings at the start
of the season with the
team captains, all the
paperwork necessary
for the annual Match
Secretaries meeting in
Glasgow, distribution
of tennis balls, planning
the annual Club Diary,

organising Fun Days,
Intermediate and Senior
Club Championships
Committee, HLTC Executive Committee and
liaising closely with the
Social Convener.
At the time of going
to press the Club has a
vacancy for a new Tennis Convener — all applicants most welcome!

CLUB COACHING
Administrator: Ann Morison
tel. 673974

HLTC

What’s On When

2018

Club Diary 2018
FEBRUARY
Quiz Night, Friday February 23, 7pm. Fun evening in the clubhouse answering Bobby Kerr’s questions. Cost is £10 per team (maximum four).
MARCH
Adult Coaching, Thursdays, March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29, 7 – 8.30 pm. Tactics and technique with Head Coach Jo Kerr.
Christian Aid SuperSoup Lunch – Friday March 2. Charity event in the Clubhouse from noon – 2 pm.
Match Secretaries Meeting, Glasgow, Wednesday March 7, 6 pm. Time to arrange the summer league fixtures.
Open Afternoon, Saturday March 24. Adult Mixed Doubles Tournament 2 – 4 pm. Payment of subscriptions, coffee and cake.
Tennis Leaders Course, Sunday March 25, 10 am – 1pm. Training event run by Jo Kerr and Bobby Kerr.
Annual General Meeting, Thursday March 29, 8 pm. If you have something to say, this is your chance to say it!
Club Night - every Wednesday throughout the year, 7 – 9 pm. You don’t need to come with anyone, just pop along and we will ensure that you have a good night’s tennis. Better
still, make it a habit, and don’t forget the Saturday club for more social tennis.
APRIL
Easter Junior Holiday Camp, Monday – Friday, April 2 – 6, 10 am – 2 pm. (Ages 5 – 12).
Summer Coaching Block, April 16 – June 18 (10 weeks). Junior and Adult programme.
Junior Match Practice Sessions – Red, Orange, Green & Yellow ball. Saturdays 11 am – 1 pm, April 21 – June 23. Not for beginners.
Voters and Non-Voters Tournament, Sunday, April 22, 1 – 4 pm. A chance for our Under 18s to partner with an Over 18 adult.
New Season Welcome Evening, Wednesday April 25 from 7 pm. A must for all new members — come and meet the Committee and regular players.
Saturday Club, every Saturday 9.30 am – 11 am, from April 7 until June 30. Come along for some organised tennis, along with hints and tips. Why not enjoy a coffee upstairs in
the clubhouse afterwards?
Ladies and Men’s Club Mornings, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 am. Great tennis in a social atmosphere throughout the year.
Club Night - every Wednesday throughout the year, 7 – 9 pm. You don’t need to come with anyone, just pop along and have a good night’s tennis.
Senior Open, Veterans and Intermediates Club Championships. Sign up sheets on the HLTC Notice Board available from mid-April.
MAY
Club Night - every Wednesday throughout the year, 7 – 9 pm. You don’t need to come with anyone, just pop along and have a good night’s tennis
Saturday Club, 9.30 am – 11 am. Come along for some organised tennis, along with hints and tips. Why not enjoy a coffee in the clubhouse afterwards?
Summer Coaching Block, May 7, 14, 21, 28. Junior and Adult programme.
Junior Match Practice Sessions – Red, Orange, Green, Yellow ball. Saturdays, 11 am – 1 pm. Not for beginners.
Tennis and Chinese Evening. Friday May 18, 7 pm. Social tennis and Chinese supper.
Family Fun Day and BBQ, Saturday May 26, 11 am – 1 pm. A free session of fun, games and food!
JUNE
Club Night - every Wednesday throughout the year, 7 – 9 pm. You don’t need to come with anyone, just pop along and have a good night’s tennis.
Saturday Club, 9.30 am – 11 am. Come along for some organised tennis, along with hints and tips. Why not enjoy a coffee in the clubhouse afterwards?
Summer Coaching Block – June 4, 11 & 18.
Marie Curie Charity Tennis Event, Sunday June 10, 1 – 5 pm. A highlight of the year when we help two good causes with our friends from other local clubs.
Junior Match Practice Sessions – Red, Orange, Green & Yellow ball. Saturdays, 11 am – 1 pm. Last session June 23. Not for beginners.
Junior Club Championships, Saturday June 16.
Midsummer Cocktail Evening, either Friday June 22 or Saturday June 23 (to be confirmed).
JULY
Summer Holiday Camps – three weeks. Monday – Friday, July 9 - 13; Monday – Friday, July 23-27; and Monday – Friday, August, 6 – 10 10 am – 2 pm. (Age 5 – 12).
Supervised holiday play.
Club Night - every Wednesday throughout the year, 7 – 9 pm. Pop along and have a good night’s tennis.
Saturday Club, 9.30 am – 11 am. Every Saturday, 52 weeks of the year, rain or shine. Come along for some organised tennis and a coffee afterwards.
District Veterans Tournament. Saturday or Sunday July 21 or 22 (to be confirmed). Fifth year of local veterans tournament in conjunction with members of Craighelen, Cardross
and Kirktonhill. Look out for more details. Venue – Helensburgh.
AUGUST
Club Night - every Wednesday throughout the year, 7 – 9 pm.
Autumn Coaching Block. See noticeboard for details.
Club Championships Finals Days, Saturday August 18 and Saturday August 25 from 12.30 pm. An afternoon of great tennis.
SEPTEMBER
Club Night - every Wednesday throughout the year, 7 – 9 pm.
Autumn Coaching Block. See noticeboard for details.
OCTOBER
Club Night - every Wednesday throughout the year, 7 – 9 pm.
Autumn Coaching Block. See noticeboard for details.
October Holiday Camp. See noticeboard for details. Supervised holiday play.
President’s and Vice President’s Tournament, Sunday October 21, 12 noon, followed by Club Championships Prizegiving.
NOVEMBER
Club Night - every Wednesday throughout the year, 7 – 9 pm. Have a good night’s tennis.
St Andrew’s Night Supper and Ceilidh, Friday November 30. Details nearer the time.
Some activities may be subject to change — please look at the noticeboard and club website regularly for up to date details.

